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SINGER, AUTHOR TO HIGHLIGHT WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 
MISSOULA—
Meg Christian, often referred to as "the founding mother of women's 
music," and Meridel Le Sueur, an author who was the subject of FBI harassment 
during the McCarthy period, will be featured at the Northwest Women's Studies 
Association Conference at the University of Montana Oct. 8-10.
Christian, who has been performing women's music since 1969, is a pioneer 
composer and performer of songs about women. She will perform Friday, Oct. 8, 
at 8:30 p.m. in the U.C. Ballroom. Tickets cost $6 in advance and $7 the day 
of the show and can be obtained by calling 728-3041.
In 1973 Christian co-founded Olivia Records, a record company exclusively 
for women's music. She has since produced three albums, the most recent 
being her fall 1981 release "Turning It Over," which has been described as 
reminiscent of Carol King's "Tapestry."
Le Sueur, 82, comes from a family of activists. Her grandmother was an 
abolitionist, an Oklahoma homesteader and a militant temperance worker. Her 
mother, Marian Wharton, was a feminist socialist who ran for the Senate at 
age 74. Her father was a socialist lawyer and, as a girl growing up in 
Minnesota, she met such radicals as Eugene Debs, Lincoln Steffens, Charles 
Lindberg Sr. and Helen Keller.
At age 15 she was sent to New York City to study acting and lived in a 
Greenwich Village commune with Alexander Berkman and Emma Goldman. She 
witnessed and wrote about the mill strikes and the tumultuous period of
(over)
women's conference--add one
labor unrest. In 1917, she attended Mable Dodge's Literary Salon and met 
Theodore Dreiser, Edna St. Vincent Millay and others.
Le Sueur eventually made it to Hollywood as a stunt woman. She stood 
in for Pearl White in the "Perils of Pauline" and also appeared in "The Last 
of the Mohicans."
Her dangerous stints enabled her to support herself as a writer. She 
began reporting stories of working class women and wrote for Scribner s 
magazine, The Partisan Review, The Nation, New Masses, The Daily Worker and 
others. Her collection of short stories, "Salute to Spring," was highly 
praised by Carl Sandburg. From 1947 to '57 she published a number of 
children's books including "Nancy Hanks of Wilderness Road."
Starting in the mid-'50s, she was unable to get work and was harassed 
by the FBI. She was subject of a House Committee on Un-American Activities 
subpoena. Her works were re-discovered in the '60s with the growth of the 
women's movement.
An autograph party will be held for Le Sueur Friday, Oct. 8, from 2 to 
3:30 p.m. in the UC Bookstore. She will deliver a free public address 
Saturday, Oct. 9, at 8 p.m. in the UC Ballroom.
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